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’ METRIC CONSTRUCTION PAYS OFF IN 
EXPORT PROJECTS 
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The Bechtel Canada ‘‘Greenex” project, a mine site and mineral processing operation in Greenland, was 
designed using metric units. 


The Bechtel Canada engineering/construction organization has developed 
inceasing export business from its several offices in Canada. The principal work 
involves resource development projects in the mining, metallurgical, refinery and 
chemical industry fields. In the past decade this has included projects as far afield 
as Algeria, Indonesia, Mauretania, Ireland and Greenland. Increasingly it has 
called for experience in working with Sli units and work with Canadian 
manufacturers to specifications set by export clients. 


The ‘‘Greenex”’ project, as an example, required moving a mineral processing plant 
from the United States, installing it in Greenland and augmenting it with 
equipment made in Europe. The old plant equipment drawings were in Imperial 
units. The European drawings were prepared in Canada for the integration of the 
facilities — such as co-ordinating locations, plot plans, and any physical tie-in 
connections. The result: workers from both continents had no difficulty in 
completing a successful installation. 
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In Mauretania, Bechtel Canada built a copper producing plant using the metric 
system. Canadian engineers produced drawings and specifications for the plant in 
metric. A portion of the vendor’s drawings for plant equipment were in Imperial 
units, so metric equivalents were required. The company conquered numerous 
difficulties in designing buildings using structural steel in European shapes and 
metric dimensions. 


At the time of producing this brochure, Bechtel Canada’s Edmonton office was 
designing a major natural gas processing plant for an operation in the Algerian 
Sahara. The entire project was in metric units and Canadian suppliers had to meet 
specifications consistent with drawings in SI measurements. 


The ability to work in metric units provides a distinct advantage to Canadian 
engineers assigned to export projects for work outside Canada because it presents 
the opportunity to integrate North American and European work for a successful 
end result. 


This success story has been identified as a result of the activities of the Working 
Group on Metric Export/Import Trade. Formed in 1975 from within Metric 
Commission Canada’s Steering committees, this working group’s stated objective 
is to identify and disseminate information about existing and future trade 
opportunities arising out of metric conversion. 


Additional information on this company and its services may be obtained from: 
Bechtel Canada Limited 
250 Bloor Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Telephone: (416) 928-1600 
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